
Week of January 18, 2009 : 
  

·  This week began on a sad note with the death of County Commissioner Jimmie Harris.  
We learned of his death Monday morning and his memorial service was held yesterday at 
Berea Baptist Church.  Many County officials and employees attended and participated in 
the memorial service.  He served as County Commissioner for a total of 11 years and he 
also served as Pasquotank Providence VFD Fire Chief for 21 years.  Jimmie will be 
missed by the entire community and remembered for his many years of public service.  

·  I attended the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. community breakfast that was held at the 
K.E. White Center on Monday.  

·  I attended the Chamber of Commerce annual meeting on Tuesday.  
·  Rodney and I met with Alden Miller on Wednesday to discuss the child support 

enforcement program.  We looked at potential office space locations if the County 
operates the program in house.  We also talked about technology needs, the number of 
employees that would be needed and transition planning.  Judy Jedrey from the State 
Office also came by later in the day to bring us more information on security requirements 
for the office.  

·  Rodney and I met with Pat McDowell and Phil Donahue today to discuss the preparation 
of a sketch plan for the location of the Dental School clinic across from Albemarle 
Hospital.  

·  We have been working this week on preparations for the Board’s annual retreat that will 
be held on Monday at the Weeksville Lions Club.  The retreat will begin at 8:00 am.  

·  Our United Way contributions are up to $6,441.  If you have not turned in your pledge 
cards, please do so as soon as possible.  

  
The following are reports from some of our other de partments :  
  
Clerk to the Board : 
  
The results for the NACo Prescription Drug Discount Card Program are in for the month of 
December.  A total of 244 people saved $11,854.47 on 1,164 prescriptions by using the discount 
card.  This was an average savings of $10.18 per prescription or 23.29% off the retail price.  For 
calendar year 2009 those who used the card realized a savings of a total of $140,889.13.  
Nationwide 20.8 million prescriptions have been filled using the NACo Prescription Drug Discount 
Card, resulting in a savings of $248.5 million.   
  
Emergency Management  
  
Rebecca and I attended Logistics Section Chief Training in Washington County Wednesday and 
Thursday this week.  Logistics Section Chief is one of the General Staff positions in the Incident 
Command System and this is our third class in this position specific training. 
  
CERT students completed training in Fire Safety and Light Search and Rescue Operations this 
week.  Instructors for these classes were Fire Marshal Barry Overman and Paramedic Jerrell 
Saunders.  Students received instruction in fire chemistry, fire hazards and safety, fire 
suppression, hazardous materials and the proper use of a fire extinguisher.  They also received 
instruction in how to search systematically for disaster victims and the safe techniques for lifting, 
leveraging, cribbing, and victim removal.  A picture is attached showing the students practicing 
their skills. 
 



 
  
Pasquotank-Camden Emergency Management has received a Companion Animal Mobile 
Equipment Trailer (CAMET) and Jerry Newell and I picked it up in Ramseur, NC on Friday.  
CAMETs (http://nc.sartusa.org/resources/pdf/sart-camet-083007.pdf) provide the necessary 
mobile infrastructure, technical support and other equipment needed for collocation sheltering of 
residents and their pets.  These CAMETs were purchased through Department of Homeland 
Security funds and help local governments meet the requirements of the Pet Evacuation and 
Transportation Standards Act (PETS ACT) of 2006.   Training will be held for volunteers to 
manage the collocation shelter.  
  
PASQUOTANK-CAMDEN LIBRARY  
  
Stats  
Jan. 15 – 21, 2010 
On Tuesday, Jan. 19, 980 people visited the library  
Total materials checked out = 2,629 
Total Computers checked out = 1,434 
Total Patrons visiting the library = 3,410          
Average number of patrons per day= 682 
Total number of holds processed = 413 
Total number of patrons using the Job Search Computer = 8 
Total Library Cards Issued = 74 
Total Faxes Sent = 41       
Total Faxes Received = 19 
Total number of computer classes offered = 3 (Total attendance = 16 people) 
  
Volunteer Fire Department Coordinator : 
  



The month of December is usually when departments tend to slow down. Most of their training 
has been completed during the past year and believe it or not incidents statistically during 
December are the lowest.  
   Weeksville’s president, Barry Lowry, Randy Keaton and I went to Raleigh to the Office of State 
Fire Marshal during December to talk about the inspection results for Weeksville. We came away 
with some interesting information and hopefully another plan to help Weeksville get back to their 
previous insurance rating. While we were there we were informed of two more Department of 
Insurance inspections that will be coming. One will be for Nixonton in 2010 and one for Newland 
in 2011. Since our meeting in Raleigh with the Office of State Fire Marshal, I am happy to report 
that Weeksville has already made improvements toward a better insurance rating. It will take 
some time to accumulate acceptable records before the Department of Insurance can return for 
another inspection. 
   After receiving the notice of the coming Nixonton inspection I have already begun preparing for 
it and discussed it with the chief and president. We hope past experience will better help us 
prepare for this next inspection.  
   I met with Newland twice during December. They conducted their annual pump tests on their 
pumpers during the month. They are continuing to work on the brush truck they have refurbished. 
They still have some minor items to complete along with getting new tires and the department 
lettering. The members of the department have worked hard and put in quite a few hours on this 
project.  
   We’re just past the time of year for giving thanks but it’s still a good time to thank the volunteers 
for being there. They come to the aid of the county residents whether it’s the weekend, holiday or 
the middle of the night. We have two departments that are now seeking volunteer applicants. If 
you have a desire to help your community, why not volunteer? Even a teenager between the 
ages of 16 & 18 can become a junior volunteer.  
   Here is the list of the incidents they responded to and the training hours for the month of 
December. 
  
Nixonton: 
2 Calls cancelled enroute 
1 man hour on incidents 
84 man hours on training 
  
Weeksville: 
2 Calls cancelled enroute 
3 Vehicle accidents with injuries 
1 False alarm 
1 Medical assist 
1 Alarm malfunction 
55 man hours on incidents 
106 man hours on training 
  
Providence: 
1 Gas leak 
2 Calls cancelled enroute 
1 Electrical problem 
1 Vehicle accident with injuries 
1 Vehicle accident with extrication 
2 EMS assists 
1 Vehicle fire 
1 Grass fire 
2 False alarm malfunctions 
2 False alarms unintentional 
189 man hours on incidents 
128 man hours on training 
  



Newland: 
1 Vehicle accident  
1 Gas leak 
4 Calls cancelled enroute 
1 Vehicle accident with injuries 
1 Mobile home fire 
1 EMS assist 
1 False alarm malfunction 
2 Incidents no problem found 
37 man hours on incidents 
177 man hours on training 
  
Cooperative Extension : 
  
Agriculture  
  
Several household calls on squirrel eradication, lawn maintenance, fire ants, and mold in homes 
were fielded.  Also, a pruning seminar was given to civic clubs. 
  
A master gardener session was done for 9 members.  Also, the M. Gardener’s worked in the 
downtown traffic islands on Martin Luther King Day. 
  
Al Wood returned from a 2 week trip to Sao Paulo, Brazil .  Some of the study tour highlights 
included: visiting soybean farms, vegetable operation, a sugar cane/ethanol plant,a bio diesel 
facility and coffee farm.  This program was an Agricultural Leadership Program sponsored by NC 
State’s College of Agriculture.  Wood was one of a 30 member group of agriculture professionals 
from North Carolina in attendance.  Opportunities to share about the tour are welcomed 
throughout Pasquotank County upon request. 
  
Livestock Judging meeting was held.  Also, plans are continuing for the upcoming Livestock 
Show and Sale. 
  
The Beef cattle, swine and horse educational meetings were planned and almost completed.  The 
events will be offered in February. 
  
4-H and Youth  
  
11 youth went on a recreational leadership event during the teacher work days. 
  
33 participated in “club” day at River Road Middle School.   
  
11 girls learned a 4-H project at Girl’s Inc.  
  
4-H members have begun to plan for the upcoming Teen Retreat in March.  The event will be 
hosted in Pasquotank County for the 2010 event. 
  
Family and Consumer Sciences  
  
21 Virginia Dare residents participated in a “Steps to Health” program.  Also 16 residents in Hariot 
Heights were reached in the program. 
  
Eat Smart Move More was done for 3 individuals. 
  
Parenting Matters was conducted for 5 participants. 
  



3 EFNEP visits were made on infant nutrition, and smart drink choices. 
  
3 Day Cares were visited to share EFNEP lessons on site.  “Tiny Tots”, Deb’s Warm and Tender 
Care and NCDC. 
  
Other  
The Commissioner’s Youth council met with 14 in attendance.  Also, The annual Soybean 
Festival will be held on Thursday, January 28 at th e K E White Center.  Call the Extension 
Center to register  (338-3954). 
  
  
  
Randy Keaton 
P.O Box 39 
Elizabeth City, NC  27907-0039 
252.335.0865 (phone) 
252.335.0866 (fax) 
keatonr@co.pasquotank.nc.us 
  
  
 


